
 

1 

PCLL CONVERSION EXAMINATION JANUARY 2018 
 

 

Title of Paper : 

 

Hong Kong Legal System 

 

Date 

 

: 

 

8 January 2018 

 

Time 

 

: 

 

3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

 

 

Instructions 
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9. The passing mark for this paper is 50 marks. 
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PCLL Conversion Examination January 2018 

 

Hong Kong Legal System 
 

 

Question 1 (50 marks) 

 

Is Hong Kong’s system of government characterized by ‘separation of powers’? Should it 

be? Critically discuss. 

 

 

Question 2 (50 marks) 

 

What is the difference between the ‘thin’ and ‘thick’ accounts (also described as the 

‘formalist’ and ‘substantive’ accounts) of the rule of law? Which version do you believe 

most accurately reflects the rule of law in Hong Kong? Why? 

 

 

Question 3 (50 marks) 

 

Identify arguments both for and against the ban on ‘contingency fees’ (also known as 

‘conditional fees’) in Hong Kong. 
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