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PCLL Conversion Examination June 2018
Hong Kong Legal System
Question 1 (50 marks)
In March 2018, the Government announced the appointment of Baroness Hale, current
President of the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom, and Beverley McLachlin, former
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada, as non-permanent members of the Hong
Kong Court of Final Appeal.
a)

Identify the legal authority and appointment process for these appointments.
(15 marks)

b)

Explain the role of non-permanent judges on the Court of Final Appeal and the
distinction between them and the permanent judges.
(15 marks)

c)

Offer a critical analysis of having foreign judges sit on cases of great and general
importance to Hong Kong.
(20 marks)

Question 2 (50 marks)
a)

Identify and describe the primary sources of law in Hong Kong.

(30 marks)

b)

Which of these primary sources, in your view, has the greatest impact upon the
average resident? Why?
(20 marks)

Question 3 (50 marks)
The Hong Kong legal profession is split between barristers and solicitors.
a)

Explain the differences between these two branches of the legal profession.
(30 marks)

b)

Many jurisdictions have adopted a ‘fused’ legal profession, abandoning the
distinction between the two branches. Should Hong Kong do likewise? Critically
discuss.
(20 marks)

~ End of Examination Paper ~
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